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Thank you Mister chairman.

Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues,

First of all, I want to present my condolences to the victims of the earth quake. I want to express my compassion and solidarity to the people of China for their struggle to survive in Sichuan.

The existence of a parliamentary dimension lends this Meeting the democratic aspect and the legitimacy that were lacking in international trade negotiations for a long time. In fact, if the matters discussed here concern companies and other economic stakeholders first and foremost, they are also of the deepest interest to consumers, workers and, beyond them, to all citizens. It is of equal importance that we support the efforts of our governments within the Asia-Europe dialogue and that these governments listen to us when we echo the voice of our peoples. It is necessary for public opinion for us to discuss freely and publicly, making clear our points of understanding but also our disagreements. Our task must be to contribute towards the overcoming of the disagreements expressed between our two regions but also within each of them, between the countries that make them up. The Irish example is very significant for every Irish people are convinced E.U is important, they need it… but at the end of a whole day say no. We must never forget people.

ASEM countries are important trade partners for Europe, who represent about one quarter of the exchanges of the Union in 2006. In return, the exports of the Union to ASEM countries reached € 208 billion in 2006, that is, 18 % of the total amount of its exports.

Regional integration in Europe or in Asia increases exchanges and strengthens the efforts made within the World Trade Organisation (WTO). In the same way, the economic pillar of the ASEM complements the negotiations within the WTO, since it promotes interregional integration, cross-border investment (where many obstacles still remain) and the facilitating of the exchanges (simplification and harmonization of customs procedures). An open trade system, based on transparent rules, is the only possible solution to avoid being tempted by protectionism, to fight against unfair practices (such as dumping or imitations) or to sustain development efficiently.

The aim pursued is not so much the liberalization of trade exchanges, which are unavoidable considering economic progress and the levelling of consumer habits, as the establishing of a framework designed to minimize the negative effects of globalization and to facilitate a balanced and sustainable development of our national economies. This is why, in my view, the content of the negotiation must take precedence over its schedule.

The European Union and France, which will chair the Union in less than two weeks, were been at the origin of the Doha trade round and will do their best to ensure its success.

However, one must admit that the negotiations have made little progress over the last months and were even suspended on 2 June on account of lack of agreement on manufactured goods. To counterbalance the lack of interest – I put it mildly – of the United States, which voted a new “Farm Bill” just before the forthcoming presidential elections, European and Asian countries must show their unfailing willingness to obtain an ambitious, balanced and global agreement.

Since the beginning, the Doha round made development a priority. The integration of developing countries in the world economy is the main challenge of this round of negotiations. At all stages, the interest of these countries has been taken into consideration and specific provisions introduced for them. The time is over, when developed countries laid down the law in the GATT and agriculture is now an issue like other issues.

The negotiations on manufactured goods must allow the process of reduction of customs duties to continue. Even if developing countries have rightly been granted a differentiated and specific treatment, they cannot exempt themselves from making any effort. The most favourable provisions must only benefit the less advanced countries and the less integrated in international exchanges. In return, emerging countries must make commitments in accordance with the level of development they have reached.

The progress of the negotiations concerning agriculture should not call into question the balance reached in 2005 between the various parameters of the negotiation — that is, the access to markets, domestic aid and aid to export. The European Union has shown its willingness to advance through the reforming of its common agricultural policy several times over the last years — and most recently in 2003. Furthermore, labels of origin for agricultural products should be accepted and protected. 

The recent world food crisis, characterized by a significant increase in the price of agricultural goods, mainly affects the poorest countries, with all the disastrous consequences for populations that one can imagine. It is a true reversal of the economic cycle that started after World War II. Our governments will have to take this into account and acknowledge the necessity to increase production in all countries. Beyond trade policy, arbitration will have to be carried out between food production and the production of biofuels.

President Sarkozy rightly said, last April, that the European Commission had reached the limits of its leeway for concessions, considering its mandate and that a final agreement should be balanced between the three pillars agriculture, industry and services.

Greater liberalization of services should be accompanied by the developing of exchanges of agricultural and manufactured goods. For all of them, the highest level of ambition should be sought.

Cooperation between our two areas must not make us forget monetary and financial topics such as the strengthening of the international monetary system and the reassuring of the financial and bank markets systems (sub-primes crisis). Asian countries will be able to appreciate the advantage of using the euro as the international currency, as opposed to dollar.

Beyond trade politics, strictly speaking, climate change is a new item on which our governments will have to cooperate. Energy matters, because of the recent doubling of oil and gas prices, should also be part of the Asia-Europe dialogue. We all are willing the best economic development for our countries. But without enough energy or at higher and higher prices, the economics will slow down. In fact the energy crisis includes different aspects:

· high prices ;

· uncertainties on the supply, while the demand is growing with risk of shortage ;

· climate change and consequences on agriculture.

Food crisis : will the choice be between food and bio fuels.

Don’t forget the recent hunger riots in poor countries. I remind you that today 862 millions people are still undernourished through the world and the declaration of High Level Conference on World food security in last June:

“We will strive to ensure that food, agricultural trade and overall trade policies are conducive to fostering food security for all. For this purpose we reaffirm the need to minimize the use of restrictive measures that could increase volatility of international prices.”

These topics make the development of innovative technologies necessary using less energy, less raw materials, environmentally friendly for global warming, new technologies both for developed and developing countries.

Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues,

There are many topics of common interest in the Euro-Asian dialog which are complicated and sometimes contain divergent approaches and points of view.

Beyond strictly technical respects, the stakes are enormous for our States, our firms, our societies and our citizens. We must address the different crisis and find solutions if we want to go on discussing on trade and not on starving.

That is the reason why it is so important that the voice of the people can express itself, together with that of experts and governments. May it be heard as it should!

I thank you for your attention.

